PEKING
which the interests of these countries are engaged in secret
and unending combat
The desire to undertake the journey to Turkestan took a
firmer and firmer hold on me, and I began to perceive the
means by which it might be realized,
I must, above all, avoid the known routes, Following
them, one was bound to be sent back. The thing was to
chance entering Sinkiang at some point where there were
not as yet any orders relating to foreigners; then, as quickly as
possible, make for Kashgar on the north of the Pamirs, and
there put oneself under the protection of the British consul, so
as to avoid being taken for a spy, as every foreigner was, and
arrested,
Might not the great desert stretches of the Tsaidam to the
north of Tibet be able to provide a roundabout way of access?
News from the Tsaidam.
It was at this point that I made the acquaintance of a
young geologist who was studying at the Institute. Working
for Sven Hedin, Erik Norm had for several years gone up and
down in the Tarim Basin.
He had been in the southern oases of Sinkiang when a
group of Moslem fanatics rose, spreading holy war and
hatred of the foreigner in their wake, and obliging everyone
to embrace the faith of Islam, Norin was forced to fly and,
avoiding the known routes, he had reached the immense
Tsaidam plateau, nearly 10,000 feet above sea-level. A
month later he got to the town of Sining near Koko Nor, a
great salt lake without any outlet, and thence on to the
route to China, In the Tsaidam, he said, there were water-
ing points within a day's journey of each other. Up there,
camels might be hired for a few dollars. The guides were
paid with lengths of cloth or bricks of tea.
Allowing myself a wide margin, I needed six months to
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